
The Case of 

Habitat loss has led to the decline of some of our favorite species. 

Thankfully, there are simple things each of us can do to help. 

the Disappearing Fireflies 

LET YOUR GRASS GROW 
 

Fireflies love long grass! Using it 

both as cover from predators as 

well as a launch pad for their 

lighted flights, long grasses are the 

most sought after habitat for adult 

fireflies.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

TURN OFF THE LIGHTS 
 

Fireflies are beetles with glowing 

abdomens who can blink in 

patterns to attract a mate. 

Unfortunately, light pollution 

distracts from this dance. 

According to a recent study, 

outdoor lighting is causing a 

sharp decline in firefly numbers 

and may ultimately lead to their 

extinction. 

LEAVE THE LEAVES 
 

Like so many critters, fireflies 

require leaf litter for habitat.  

In fact, fireflies will spend 1 to 2 

years of their life living as larvae on 

leaves. Can you guess how long 

they spend lighting up the sky as 

adults?          Only 2 to 4 weeks!  

SNAG AN OWL OR TWO 

 
 

Don’t be so quick to cut down dead trees!  

As a tree dies, a whole new habitat grows: 

BUILD A BRUSHPILE 

 

Many animals use brushpiles as places to sleep,  

raise their young, and for cover from predators.  
 

Create habitat in the corner of your yard  

or in the woods nearby! 

 

Tiny twigs                                     

and leaves 

TOP LAYER 

 

Small tree limbs     

and branches 

MIDDLE LAYER 

 

Large downed                      

tree limbs 

BASE LAYER 

 

LITTLE BIRDS 
 

Woodpeckers drill 

holes to find insects. 

Songbirds sleep safely 

in those cavities.  

OWLS 
 

A hollow core makes 

a good nest, while 

bare branches  

are good hunting 

perches.  

SMALL MAMMALS 
 

Finally, after it falls to the 

ground, the hollowed trunk 

will be a sleeping site for 

small mammals like  

short-tailed weasels.  

BATS 
 

The state-threatened 

northern long-eared bat 

will roost under the bark 

as it begins to peel away.  


